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7:00 P.M. 3-2-2022 Regular City Council Meetin
Regular City Council Meeting
Documents:
3-2-2022 COUNCIL PACKET.PDF
3-2-2022 AGENDA -FINAL.PDF

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO THE PUBLIC AND RESIDENTS OF VERNAL CITY: Notice is hereby
given that the VERNAL CITY COUNCIL will hold a regular meeting on Wednesday, March
2, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Vernal City Council Chambers at 374 East Main St, Vernal, Utah.

AGENDA
7:00 p.m.

OPENING CEREMONY

1. Invocation or Uplifting Thought
2. Pledge of Allegiance
STANDING BUSINESS
1. Approval of the Minutes of February 16, 2022 Regular Meeting
PUBLIC BUSINESS
1. Introduction of new Police Officers - Cahill Oldham, Tarry White and Orion Young
2. Request Approval of Funds for Marvelous Xtreme Bull Madness - Tonja Lofthouse
POLICY AND LEGISLATION
1. Request for Funding for Start of Downtown Vernal Alliance and join Main Street America
Program – Quinn Bennion and Laura Chynoweth
2. Review of Façade Grant Program – Quinn Bennion
3. Request the Approval of Stipend from Ashley Valley Sewer Management Board to City
Representatives – Dave Everett
4. Request for Appointment to the Planning Commission Membership – Allen Parker

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

ADJOURN

NOTE: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations
during this meeting should notify Quinn Bennion, 374 East Main, Vernal, Utah 84078 or phone (435)7892255 at least three days before the meeting.

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor & City Council

FROM:

Quinn Bennion, City Manager

RE:

Agenda Items for Mar. 2, 2022 Council Meeting

PUBLIC BUSINESS
1. Introduction of new police officers – Cahill Oldham, Tarry White and Orion Young: These
officers have completed their field training and are working on their own now after going through
the academy.
2. Request Approval of Funds for Marvelous Xtreme Bull Madness – Tonja Lofthouse
POLICY AND LEGISLATION
1. Request for funding for start of Downtown Vernal Alliance and joining the Main Street
America program – Quinn Bennion and Laura Chynoweth. The downtown committee has existed
for many years with different names. Within the last month, there have been efforts to make the
group more formal. The group has started registration as an entity with the State of Utah. The group
was approved for inclusion with Charitable Friends of Ashley Valley and the use of the 501(c)3
status. Formalizing the group helps with additional funding opportunities and entering status with the
Utah Main Street Program. This request also includes approval for Vernal City to join the Main
Street America program which is $295 annually.
2. Review of Downtown Façade Grant – Quinn Bennion and Allen Parker. City Council reviewed the
first draft of the Downtown Façade grant program. This item is to continue discussion and move
closer to the program approval. The first source of funding is the County’s Rural Economic
Development Grant Part A with $175,000. The CRA loan will provide the remaining funding. Staff
desires feedback from the Council regarding the types of projects included and the projects that are
not eligible for funding. It is proposed that a Façade Grant Review Committee approve the eligible
projects and ensure the funds are used for projects that align with the Downtown Plan. It is
anticipated that the grant program will be initiated after approval by City Council at the March 16th
meeting.
3. Request the Approval of Stipend from Ashley Valley Sewer Management Board to City
Representatives – Dave Everett
4. Request for Appointment to the Planning Commission Membership – Allen Parker will explain
that Brian Eads is willing to serve on the Planning Commission.

VERNAL CITY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND RENEWAL AGENCY
8:15pm
1. Approval of Interlocal Agreements for the Downtown CRA Project:
a. Vernal City – Resolution No. 2022-03
b. Uintah School District – Resolution No. 2022-05
c. Central Utah Water Conservancy District – Resolution No. 2022-04
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INUTES OF THE VERNAL CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD
FEBRUARY 16, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Vernal City Council room, 374 East Main,
Vernal, Utah 84078.

PRESENT: Councilmembers Nicholas Porter, Robin O’Driscoll, Dave Everett, Ted Munford and
Corey Foley and Mayor Doug Hammond.
WELCOME: Mayor Doug Hammond welcomed everyone to the meeting.
INVOCATION OR UPLIFTING THOUGHT: The invocation was given by Councilmember
Corey Foley.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Nick
Porter.

APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 2,
2022: Councilmember Nick Porter moved to approve the minutes of February 2, 2022.
Councilmember Corey Foley seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers
Everett, Munford, O’Driscoll, Foley and Porter voting in favor.
DISCUSSION REGARDING FINANCING OF THE CRA PROJECT FUNDS FOR
DOWNTOWN INCENTIVES: SALES TAX REVENUE BONDS IN THE MARKET
VERSUS SALES TAX REVENUE BONDS WITH DIRECT PLACEMENT - ZIONS
FINANCIAL: Quinn Bennion explained that the CRA program will need to secure financing for
the downtown implementation plan. Zions Financial has been used for years as the financial
advisor for the City and Japheth McGee, with Zions Bank, will explain the options. Japheth
McGee explained that issuing public debt is regulated by the FCC and is tax exempt for the investor
and there are two options for the City. The first option is a direct placement bond. Most of the
time a large financial institution will buy the debt that is federally secured, with specific rules that
have to be followed. The second option is a market issuance. This type of debt has higher fees
with a lower interest rate. A public underwriter purchases the bonds and resells them to many
investors across the country. This type of financing is more complex requiring a formal credit
rating which adds extra expense making it less advantageous. Quinn Bennion explained that in
order to move forward with the façade grants and other downtown improvements, the CRA will
need funds immediately. In order to do that the CDRA will have to borrow against the projected
funds. Japheth McGee stated the projected funds from the CRA is estimated to be $2.375 to $2.5
million dollars. However, investors may not be comfortable with the use of CDRA funds to pay
off the debt so the City may need to pledge sales tax revenues toward the bond payment in order
to get a better interest rate. An agreement will be needed between the City and the CDRA to pay
the bond payment. Quinn Bennion asked if there is any penalty for an early pay off. Mr. McGee
stated that the direct placement is usually more flexible. Councilmember Ted Munford thought
the direct payment option would be better to pursue. Allen Parker asked what the estimated
annual payment would be for an interest only bond. Japheth McGee responded it would be around
$38,000 for the first four years then a principle payment on year five would be $120,000 if it was
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structured as interest only for the first few years. He noted that with interest rates set to go up, the
direct placement would be easier to lock in a low rate. Quinn Bennion asked the Council if they
had a preference on which option to explore. The consensus of the Council was to look at the
direct placement option.
PUBLIC HEARING: REQUEST TO AMEND THE VERNAL CITY MUNICIPAL CODE
– MIXED USE AND COMMERCIAL ZONES, SECTIONS 16.45.080 AND 16.48.080 SPECIAL PROVISIONS – HOUSEHOLD PETS – ORDINANCE NO. 2022-02: Mayor Doug
Hammond opened the public hearing to receive comments. Allen Parker explained that this
ordinance amends two zones, the CC-1 central commercial zone and the MX mixed use zone.
The proposal is to require residents in those zones to keep their pets indoors unless they are in a
single family dwelling with a yard. These zones have commercial and recreational activities and
does not address how to mitigate conflict between pet ownership and other activities that happen
there. Councilmember Ted Munford acknowledged that some landlords in these areas may not
allow pets. Allen Parker agreed, however if the housing is self-owned they may have a pet which
is what is happening now. Councilmember Ted Munford noted that he did not want to cross the
line of where government jurisdiction should and should not be. Quinn Bennion explained this
issue came up because there is a kennel with a guard dog in the downtown area and the dog is there
all day. Councilmember Corey Foley stated this ordinance is pretty broad. Quinn Bennion
stated the residents can have a pet, just not a kennel outside where the animal lives permanently
outside. Mayor Doug Hammond asked for public comments. There being no public comments,
Mayor Hammond closed the public hearing. Councilmember Corey Foley moved to approve
Ordinance No. 2022-02. Councilmember Ted Munford seconded the motion. The motion passed
with the following roll call vote:
Councilmember Munford ................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember O’Driscoll .............................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Everett ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Porter ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Foley ..................................................................................................... aye.
APPROVE PROPOSAL FOR EMERGENCY GENERATOR: Wayne Smith, Vernal City
facilities manager, reminded the Council that the generator has had a massive failure and needs to
be replaced. The current model has a Cummins motor so that vendor was contacted for a quote
as well as other vendors and the State contracts. Wheeler Machinery came in with the lowest
cost, however, there is a shortage and it will take up to 44 weeks if it is ordered quickly. Normally
because of the cost this type of purchase requires a sealed bid. Councilmember Ted Munford
asked if there is a warranty. Wayne Smith answered it will have one for a year. Councilmember
Robin O’Driscoll stated that with the cost being $10,000 less than the State contract the generator
should be purchased quickly before the cost goes up. Quinn Bennion stated that ARPA funds
have been approved up to $70,000 for the generator. Carl Morton noted that since there is a State
contract price this purchase is within the purchasing policy guidelines. Councilmember Corey
Foley moved to approve the purchase of the generator from Wheeler Machinery in the amount of
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$65,024.09, or up to $70,000 to get it delivered to Vernal City. Councilmember Nick Porter
seconded the motion. The motion passed with the following roll call vote:
Councilmember Munford ................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember O’Driscoll .............................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Everett ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Porter ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Foley ..................................................................................................... aye.
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH VERNAL CITY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REVITALIZATION AGENCY FOR PARTICIPATION
IN THE DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA RESOLUTION NO.
2022-02: Quinn Bennion explained that this Interlocal agreement is between the City and the
Community Development and Renewal agency for the downtown Community Reinvestment area.
The agreement is to allow the increased tax increment for any development in the downtown area
to go to the CDRA for the next twenty years up to the total amount of $227,000. Each of the six
taxing entities will review and hopefully approve the same agreement. The School District
requested the amounts be front-loaded at 90/10 for the first five years, then 75/25 and finally 50/50
for the last five years with a cap for each entity. After further discussion, Councilmember Dave
Everett moved to approve Resolution No. 2022-02, approving the Interlocal Agreement with the
CDRA. Councilmember Nick Porter seconded the motion. The motion passed with the following
roll call vote:
All Councilmember Munford ..........................................................................................aye;
Councilmember O’Driscoll .............................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Everett ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Porter ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Foley ..................................................................................................... aye.
REVIEW OF DOWNTOWN FACADE GRANT PROGRAM: Quinn Bennion presented a
draft of the downtown grant program for businesses to fix up the exterior of their buildings. The
City received a rural economic development grant in the amount of $175,000 for this program that
has to be spent by July 1st so the City will have to work quickly to release those funds. He asked
the Council to review the program guidelines and give feedback. Only downtown existing
commercial properties are eligible within the CRA boundaries. New construction is not eligible
unless the City determines they will help with any upgrades. Councilmember Corey Foley asked
for an example of an upgrade. Quinn Bennion stated the structure is planned to have aluminum
siding and they upgrade to brick. This grant will pay up to 40% of the additional cost. There is
a cap of $100,000. Allen Parker stated it is at the discretion of the City how the funds are awarded
after evaluating each project based on how well it complies with the intention and goals of the
downtown plan. Councilmember Corey Foley clarified the property owners are reimbursed.
Quinn Bennion stated the program could do a 50% payment until the improvements are complete.
Councilmember Corey Foley stated that may need to be an option to spend the funds quickly as
some items will take a while to be delivered or installed. Councilmember Dave Everett stated they
can be reimbursed upon payment of raw materials. Councilmember Ted Munford asked if there
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were any projects waiting for this program to be completed before they move forward. Quinn
Bennion stated there are two waiting for it. He stated that an expected heavy use will be for new
windows that does have a long waiting time. However, if a project is approved and not started
within 18 months the grant funds can be forfeited after the first $175,000 is spent. Requirements
to qualify include no code violations, be current on property taxes and have a business license
unless it is new construction. If the application is from a tenant, they will need to verify the taxes
are paid. Councilmember Ted Munford stated the improvements will stay with the property.
Councilmember Corey Foley agreed unless it is a sign. There was some discussion regarding more
than one grant awarded to the same applicant. The consensus of the Council was to allow more
than one grant with an eighteen month space between applications. Carl Morton asked if the
payment can be made directly to the vendor. Quinn Bennion stated the danger is knowing it is a
legitimate contractor. Quinn referred the Council to eligible improvements and asked if they
wanted to include paint and murals. There was some discussion on whether murals will last very
long, is it considered advertising, and what designs are allowed. Carl Morton suggested only
20% be awarded for murals instead of 40%. After further discussion, the Council agreed to include
paint as long as it is part of a larger project and not include murals. Councilmember Ted Munford
stated that repairs to parking lots would be a major expense. Councilmember Nick Porter noted
that the appearance of parking goes a long way toward the feel of downtown. Councilmember
Foley agreed. The consensus of the Council was to include parking lot improvements including
seal coating and exclude striping. Other improvement items discussed were parking lot lighting,
permanent landscaping and siding. Quinn Bennion asked the Council to consider the addition of
grease traps for restaurants even though it is not part of the façade. Councilmember Dave Everett
stated that would be a positive improvement and a costly expense. The Council suggested that item
be a separate program up to $2500. Councilmember Ted Munford stated he did not like the idea
of a wall sign that could end up being a painted piece of plywood. Quinn Bennion stated there
will be a three member committee that will evaluate the applications with City Council serving as
the appeal board. The Council agreed this program should be evaluated on a case-by-case basis,
increase the tax base and be pleasing and appropriate for the area.
REQUEST APPROVAL OF CITY’S WATER CONSERVATION PLAN: Allen Parker
reported that the water conservation plan needs to be updated every few years and meet any
changes made on the State level. The major change this year is water conservation. The State
would like to see a progressive rate structure so it is more expensive to use more water. However,
in Vernal the growth rate is only 1.1%. Councilmember Ted Munford stated he would rather see
more education than a rate hike. Allen Parker stated there may be some legislative changes coming.
Quinn Bennion agreed there is a lot of discussion on landscaping although in the Uintah Basin
90% of water use is agriculture so there has to be a balance. Councilmember Nick Porter stated
the most effective way to encourage conservation is financial and possibly there could be more
tiers for the water rates. Councilmember Ted Munford agreed, however it will also target certain
businesses. Councilmember Foley stated education is important so people understand their lawn
can stay green if they invest in fertilizer not just water. After further discussion, Councilmember
Dave Everett moved to approve the water conservation plan. Councilmember Robin O’Driscoll
seconded the motion. The motion passed with the following roll call vote:
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Councilmember Munford ................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember O’Driscoll .............................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Everett ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Porter ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Foley ..................................................................................................... aye.
REQUEST TO DECLARE SURPLUS PROPERTY - FILE CABINETS FROM FINANCE
AND ADMINISTRATION: Carl Morton explained that there are 23 file cabinets that are empty
and are taking up space that were moved from the old City Hall even though this building had all
new file systems. Councilmember Corey Foley asked if the Innovation Hub may be able to use
some of them. Quinn Bennion stated he would verify no other departments can utilize them
before disposal. Councilmember Ted Munford moved to declare the file cabinets as surplus
property. Councilmember Nick Porter seconded the motion. The motion passed with the
following roll call vote:
Councilmember Munford ................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember O’Driscoll .............................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Everett ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Porter ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Foley ..................................................................................................... aye.
STAFF REPORTS
Utah League of Cities and Towns:
Quinn Bennion reported that the ULCT spring conference is scheduled for April in St. George and
to let the staff know if they want to attend.
CLOSED SESSION: Councilmember Nick Porter moved to convene into closed session to hold
a strategy sessions to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, including any form
of a water right or water shares and reconvene into open session once the discussion is completed.
Councilmember Ted Munford seconded the motion. The motion passed with the following roll
call vote:
Councilmember Munford ................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember O’Driscoll.............................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Everett ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Porter ..................................................................................................aye;
Councilmember Foley ..................................................................................................... aye.
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RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION AND ADJOURN: The Council reconvened in open
session. There being no further business; Councilmember Nick Porter moved to adjourn.
Councilmember Dave Everett seconded the motion. The motion passed with a unanimous vote
and the meeting was declared adjourned.
________________________________
Mayor Doug Hammond
ATTEST:
________________________________
Roxanne Behunin, City Recorder

(SEAL)

Feb. 19, 2022
RE: Downtown Vernal Alliance
Charitable Friends of Ashley Valley Board of Directors,
The Downtown Vernal Alliance requests consideration to become a part of the CFAV
umbrella. Our group desires to be a part of an official 501c3 non-profit organization.
A volunteer group/committee was formed many years ago to promote Downtown
Vernal. The committee was previously known as 5th to 5th and then the Downtown
Revitalization Committee. The group operated as a Chamber and City committee and
was not previously registered as its own official entity.
The development and adoption of the Downtown Vernal Plan has sparked the increased
need for an organized support and advocate group. Vernal City is preparing to apply for
the Utah Main Street Program (UMSP). As part of the evaluation, the establishment of a
formal non-profit entity advances the status of the UMSP application. The Chair and
City Manager met with Michael Harrington last week and registered the organization as
a Utah non-profit entity.
The new entity is registered with the following as Board members:
Laura Chynoweth - Chair
Nashelle Jackson
Aaron Averett

The Downtown Vernal Alliance consists of volunteers, business owners, entrepreneurs,
residents, government entity representatives and elected officials who are interested in
the betterment, enhancement and revitalization of downtown Vernal and building the
community as a whole. The DVA aligns with the goals of CFAV by building our
community and enhancing the downtown with communication, activities and events.
The purposes of the Alliance are:
● Organize a group that is interested in Downtown, set agenda and schedule
meetings
● Provide a venue to initiate and discuss downtown enhancement ideas and efforts
● Initiate marketing and communication for the downtown plan efforts and
programs
● Provide updates to members, media and downtown businesses
● Serve as an advisory group for downtown programs and events
● Organize events and activities to attract residents and visitors downtown. The
Alliance may organize the Halloween Walk and the spring cleanup, for example.
Downtown Vernal Alliance will request initial funds from Vernal City to start the
organization’s account. The Alliance will identify other ways to collect and gather funds.
The Alliance will consider a suggested membership fee donation. The Alliance will
coordinate efforts and ideas with the Vernal Area Chamber as it is not intended to
compete for members or resources.
The Downtown Revitalization Committee previously met every other month, but with the
COVID pandemic, the group hasn’t met for some time. With the development of the
downtown plan, the group will initiate regular meetings again. The Alliance meetings will
be hosted by different members such as downtown businesses or held in government
buildings such as City Hall, Library, County building or the Chamber.
The DVA funds will not be used to directly benefit for-profit businesses or individuals.
The committee does not have any current debt or obligations.
Request for Charitable Friends of Ashley Valley:
● To be a part of the foundation to receive and disburse funds
● To use the foundation to apply for grants

Below is a preliminary budget of DVA:
ANNUAL BUDGET
Income:
Sponsors and donations: $2,000
Memberships: $500
Expenses:
Activities & events: $1,500
Marketing & advertising: $500
Miscellaneous: $375
CFAV admin costs: $125
We appreciate the consideration by the CFAV Board and your positive impact on our
community.

Quinn Bennion
Member of Downtown Vernal Alliance

Downtown Vernal
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Façade Grant

Example of various types of downtown façades.

Summary

DR

Vernal City, in partnership with Uintah County Economic Development, is oﬀering a matching
grant to eligible businesses to assist with exterior improvements to business façades. The
purpose of the façade grant is to promote the enhancement, restora on, improved aesthe cs
and renova on of the exterior of commercial structures in the downtown area. The
façadefacade grants support the revitaliza on of our downtown and economic development of
Uintah County as a whole. Vernal City developed and administers this grant program.
The availability of the grant funds is based on the availability of funds. Grants will be awarded
on a ﬁrst come-ﬁrst serve basis and in accordance with the process deﬁned below. The awarding
of façade grants is en rely at the discre on of Vernal City staﬀ and City Council. The façade
grant is a matching grant and will be paid out upon submission of receipts for costs incurred by
property owner / manager for the approved project. matching grant is reimbursed as the costs
are incurred by the property owner / manager.
There are several criteria that must be met for a proposed the speciﬁc improvement project to
qualify for the façade grantmatching funds. Applicants are encouraged to read through all of the
qualiﬁca ons before applying and to ﬁll out the applica on form completely, including all
suppor ng a achments. When the applica on is submi ed, addi onal documenta on may be
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required in order for the applica on to be deemed complete and eligible by the façade Grant
Review Commi ee and Vernal City staﬀ.

Grant Eligibility
Applicants must meet all the eligibility requirements listed below at the me of applica on.
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1. The property must be located within the boundaries shown on Appendix A a ached to
this document. The deﬁned area is the approved Downtown Community Reinvestment
Area (CRA).
2. The façade grant must be used to enhance an exis ng, new or expanded structure on
the property. New structures and new construc on are not eligible for the façade grant.
Excep ons given for upgraded exterior features desired by the City as part of a new
project. In which case, only the increment upgrade value qualiﬁes for the matching grant
funding. For new construc on, the façade grant can be used for exterior ﬁnishes only,
not framing and structural elements.
3. The structure on the property must be zoned appropriately for the current use. The use
within the structure must be as a mixed-use or commercial use (retail, oﬃce, hotel,
services). Proper es zoned for with residen al use only are not eligible.
4. The property must not have any outstanding Vernal City Code viola ons.
5. The property and applicant must be in good standing with the Uintah County Assessor’s
Oﬃce in regard to real property taxes and personal property taxes.
6. The applicant must meet the following criteria:
a. Business operates with a current and valid business license for the property.
Sales tax and transient room taxes payments must be current. Excep on given to
a vacant building.
b. The subject property is in good standing with the Utah State Tax Commission.
Excep on given to a vacant building.
7. Proposed projects cannot be for improvements already completed, under ac ve
construc on, or with an approved building permit at the me of applica on.
8. The applicant must be the property owner or a tenant with a valid lease and owner
approval.
9. Property has not received a façade matching grant payment within the last 18 months.

Grant parameters

1. In 2022, the façade Grant Review Commi ee may distribute the ﬁrst $175,000 of façade
grant funds as 50% (ﬁ y percent) matches for eligible improvement projects.
A er the ﬁrst $175,000 in façade grant funds are expended, the remaining funds tThe
matching grant can will provide reimbursement for up to 40% (forty percent) of the
incurred cost of an eligible improvement project. For example, if the total incurred
project cost is $10,000, the matching grant will reimburse $4,000 of the project. The
remaining with $6,000 is to be covered by the grant recipient funded by the applicant.

1 March 2022

2

InFor 2022, for the ﬁrst $175,000 in commi ed grant funds, the matching grant is
reimbursed up to 50% (ﬁ y percent).
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The increased match amount is designed to help expend grant funds a result of grant
funds needing to be expended by June 30, 2022.
2. Minimum total project cost is $2,000. The lowest matching grant available is $800.
3. Maximum reimbursement is $100,000 per project regardless of the overall project cost.
For example, if the project totals $300,000, the matching grant will cover up to $100,000
with the grant recipientapplicant funding the remaining $200,000.
4. The grant will be awarded as a reimbursement when the project is complete as
described in the approved applica on, inspected and the associated building permit
closed.
5. For larger scale projects with grant amounts of $50,000 or greater, the reimbursement
may be submi ed in two requests, but no more than 50% of the grant award can be
granted in the ﬁrst reimbursement.

Eligible façade Improvements:
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1. All sides of the building exterior including the exterior treatments for new construc on /
expansion of a structure
2. Doors and windows
3. Paint and murals
4. Siding and trim. Siding made of vinyl or aluminum siding is not eligible.
5. Awnings
6. Parking lots, repairs and seal coat
7. Sidewalks, exterior ADA features and curbing
8. Restora on of exis ng exteriors and tradi onal storefronts
9. Restora on of exis ng historic signage
10. Soﬃt, fascia cornices and balconies
11. A ached ligh ng and decora ve ligh ng
12. Pa os, pergolas and outdoor public spaces, including permanent landscaping
13. Gu ers and downspouts
14. Removal of dilapidated and damaged items
15. Removal of non-historic façades
16. Screening of mechanical equipment and u lity equipment
17. Permanent bicycle racks
18. Permanent landscaping and planter boxes
19. Entrance and parking improvements facilita ng accessibility
20. Directly related architectural and design fees
21. New signage that meets criteria in Exhibit B

Ineligible Improvements or projects:
1. Interior improvements
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2. Murals
3. Buildings that are tax exempt (funds are generated from taxable proper es)
4. Parking lot and repairs
5. Parking lot striping
6. Siding comprised of vinyl and aluminum lap siding
7. New construc on / expansion of structure
8. Detached signage / pole signs
9. Storage buildings and sheds
10. Purchase of real property
11. Furnishings, portable structures, portable equipment and other supplies
12. Hea ng, and cooling components and water heaters
13. U lity facili es and meters
14. Projects and materials determined by the Review Commi ee that do not meet the
purposes of the façade grant and the vision of the Downtown Plan.

Design Requirements and Project Purpose
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● façade improvements should make a no ceable contribu on to neighborhood
revitaliza on eﬀorts.
● The proposed design should be consistent with the character of the neighboring
proper es.
● façade improvements should support and enhance pedestrian accessibility. Signs,
windows, doors, and ligh ng should be pedestrian oriented.
● Improvements are to conform to local and na onal historic district guidelines, if
applicable.
● Signiﬁcant architectural features should be repaired and preserved rather than replaced.
If replacement is required, design and materials should be consistent with the original
historic character of the building.

Grant Review and Approval Process

Upon receipt of a complete applica on package, the proposed project will be reviewed by the
façade Grant Review Commi ee composed of three individuals appointed by the Vernal City
Council. Many aspects of the approval of the applica on will be subjec ve. For example, Various
project components, such as the type of signage, the colors of paint, and the types of materials
proposed, will be examined to ensure that the proposed project enhances the downtown in a
manner that is consistent with the goals of Vernal City and the Vernal Downtown Plan.
Modiﬁca ons to an applica on may be required or an applica on may be rejected en rely on
the basis of these subjec ve criteria. Enhancement projects must be composed of quality
materials. The Review Commi ee may request addi onal informa on and documenta on to
clarify details of the proposed project. Grant parameters and eligibility is subject to change. The
grant applica on will be evaluated on the parameters at the me of a complete submission. The
façade Grant Review Commi ee may solicit input from the State’s Historic Preserva on Oﬃce to
ensure proper treatment of historic structures. Grant applicants acknowledge that they are
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willing to assist the City and the Downtown Vernal Alliance in responding to surveys capturing
data (such as job numbers, private building investment) used to evaluate the eﬀec veness of
the Downtown Revitaliza on programs.
Appeal
If the applicant is not funded or rejected in part or in whole, the applicant may appeal the
decision of the Review Commi ee to the Vernal City Council. The award of any grant monies is
en rely at the discre on of Vernal City.

AF
T

Reimbursement
For approved grants, reimbursement will be paid out upon the demonstra on of a complete
project as outlined in the approved applica on. Documenta on of funds expended by the
applicant will be required, as well as an on-site inspec on by Vernal City staﬀ. Addi onal
documenta on may be required as well, such as a successful ﬁnal inspec on or Cer ﬁcate of
Occupancy obtained from the Vernal City Building Department. Should a project not be
completed in accordance with the documenta on a ached to the applica on, the grant funds
may not be awarded. Modiﬁca ons to the applica on may be approved by the Review
Commi ee in wri ng before the changes are incorporated into actual construc on. For projects
with a grant amount of $50,000 or greater, the reimbursement may be submi ed in two
requests, but no more than 50% of the grant award can be granted in the ﬁrst reimbursement.

DR

Project Comple on
A project must start construc on with proper permits within six months of grant applica on
approval. The request for ﬁnal grant reimbursement must be submi ed within 12 months of
grant approval. If such deadlines are not met, the grant award will be forfeited unless an
extension is approved in wri ng by the façade Grant Review Commi ee.
Final Approval
Preliminary approval will be given by the Review Commi ee upon review and acceptance of a
project applica on. A fFinal grant award approval le er will be issued at the me the applicant
has an approved and valid building permit (, if required for the project).
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Appendix A - CRA Boundary

DR

AF
T

Matching grant eligible proper es
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Appendix B - Signage

DR

Blade signs

AF
T

Matching façade grant will fund the following signage projects. All signs must meet City sign
code.

Illuminated signs mee ng City sign code

Monument signage
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T
DR
Wall signs
Painted signs
Reuse of pole sign with lights and art
Awning signs

1 March 2022

8

AF
T

Matching façade grant will not fund the following sign types:

DR

Pole signs and billboards
Wall signs, roof mounted
Wall signs made of s ﬀ cardboard
Painted plywood or similar board
Reader Boards
Murals
Banners
Temporary sign
Oﬀ premises sign
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January 5, 2022
VERNAL CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
MEMBERSHIP AND 4-YEAR TERMS
MEMBERS
NAME

TERM
EXP.
12-31-2021

Brandon Parker
Nicholas Porter (Council)

WORK #

12-31-2023

HOME OR
CELL #
435-219-8318
219-1172

Stephen Lytle

ADDRESS

APPOINTMENT

C21parkerpm@gmail.com
271 E 400 S

Appt. 01/2020

435-823-4105

Vacant

12-31-2023

Troy Allred

Appt. 08-

781-1001

12-31-2021

790-7344

121 W Main St

790-4935

Appt. 01/2020 to 4
year term
Appt. 02/2019 to
fill unexpired

ALTERNATES
12-31-2023
Vacant
12-31-2021

Vacant

12-31-2023
Vacant
STAFF
Allen Parker

789-2271

Asst. City Manager / Planner

aparker@vernalcity.org

Matt Tate

789-2271

Building Official

mtate@vernalcity.org

789-2255

Administrative Clerk

789-2271

Administrative Secretary

Gay Lee Jeffs

njpbs84@gmail.com
h.lytle.stephen@gmail.com

12-31-2020

Jim Linschoten

EMAIL

gjeffs@vernalcity.org

ryeguy650@gmail.com
vernalrealtor@gmail.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO THE PUBLIC AND RESIDENTS OF VERNAL CITY: Notice is hereby
given that the VERNAL CITY COUNCIL will hold a regular meeting on Wednesday, March
2, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Vernal City Council Chambers at 374 East Main St, Vernal, Utah.

AGENDA
7:00 p.m.

OPENING CEREMONY

1. Invocation or Uplifting Thought
2. Pledge of Allegiance
STANDING BUSINESS
1. Approval of the Minutes of February 16, 2022 Regular Meeting
PUBLIC BUSINESS
1. Introduction of new Police Officers - Cahill Oldham, Tarry White and Orion Young
2. Request Approval of Funds for Marvelous Xtreme Bull Madness - Tonja Lofthouse
POLICY AND LEGISLATION
1. Request for Funding for Start of Downtown Vernal Alliance and join Main Street America
Program – Quinn Bennion and Laura Chynoweth
2. Review of Façade Grant Program – Quinn Bennion
3. Request the Approval of Stipend from Ashley Valley Sewer Management Board to City
Representatives – Dave Everett
4. Request for Appointment to the Planning Commission Membership – Allen Parker

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

ADJOURN

NOTE: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations
during this meeting should notify Quinn Bennion, 374 East Main, Vernal, Utah 84078 or phone (435)7892255 at least three days before the meeting.

