

Vernal City Planning Commission Minutes
March 10, 2020
MINUTES of the Vernal City PLANNING COMMISSION
Vernal City Council Chambers - 374 East Main Street, Vernal, Utah
March 10, 2020
7:00 pm

Members Present:	Eric Hunting, Samantha Scott, Nick Porter

Members Excused:	Joni Crane, Darcy McMickell, Jim Linschoten, Troy Allred

Alternates Present:	Corey Foley

Alternates Excused:	Ben McMickell

Staff Present:	Allen Parker, Assistant City Manager; Matt Tate, Building Official; and Gay Lee Jeffs, Administrative Secretary.

WELCOME AND DESIGNATION OF CHAIR AND MEMBERS:  Nick Porter nominated Samantha Scott to be the designated Chair for the meeting.  Eric Hunting seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Samantha Scott welcomed everyone present to the meeting.  

CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR ELECTIONS: Samantha Scott, acting Chair, opened up the nominations for the 2020 Chair of the Planning Commission. Eric Hunting nominated Samantha Scott.  Corey Foley seconded the nomination.  The nomination passed with Nick Porter, Eric Hunting, Samantha Scott and Corey Foley voting in favor.  

Samantha Scott, Chair, opened up the nominations for the 2020 Vice Chair of the Planning Commission.  Corey Foley nominated Jim Linschoten.  Eric Hunting seconded the nomination.  The nomination passed with Nick Porter, Eric Hunting, Corey Foley and Samantha Scott voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM December 10, 2019:  Chair Samantha Scott asked if there were any changes to the minutes from December 10, 2019.  There being no corrections, Eric Hunting moved to approve the minutes of December 10, 2019 as presented.   Corey Foley seconded the motion. The motion passed with Nick Porter, Eric Hunting, Corey Foley and Samantha Scott voting in favor.


PRESENTATION ON THE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE BY MIKE HANSEN WITH RURAL COMMUNITY CONSULTANTS:  Mike Hansen with Rural Community Consultants addressed the Commission.  Mr. Hansen stated that he wanted to remind the Commission members of the General Plan project, where the project is going and to get the Commission’s input.  Mr. Hansen explained that the General Plan is a critical vision set for the Community. The City then enacts ordinances that implement the General Plan.  Vernal City’s General Plan is older and needs to be updated on hotspot issues now and a more comprehensive update will be completed at a later date. Mr. Hansen referred the Commission members to the presentation materials in their packet and went through each section of the General Plan that will be revised.  Transportation was the first Chapter that was discussed.  Mr. Hansen explained the concept of complete streets and that it is a way to help the community have safe and efficient roadways for everyone that might possibly use the roads.  Mr. Hansen presented a slideshow of complete street examples from different areas and the different applications that can be implemented for a complete street community.   Corey Foley asked Mr. Hansen about Vernal City’s traffic count. Mr. Hansen responded that he had not looked at the Vernal counts but knows that counts are old and irrelevant.  Mr. Hansen stated that the link to the General Plan will be available to the Commission after tonight with the suggested cleaned up version.  The underlined sections in the document will mean new text and the strike out sections in the document will mean delete text. Mr. Foley asked Allen Parker what his thoughts were about the complete streets concept in Vernal City.  Mr. Parker explained that the Commission has already spent a lot of time talking about complete streets.  The complete street concept is something that he has been enthusiastic about as well as the council. The Commission, in the past, has also embraced the complete street concept. The Commission has already been through a lengthy process laying out and designating roadways. Mr. Parker stated that there were two things the Commission would want to look at; first would be to look at what the Commission has designated those streets to be and come up with an appropriate cross section and alternate intersections within those parameters; and second to look at the way the trails plan overlays onto the streets because some of the trails are integrated into surface streets when it gets into town and the Commission will want to look at that as areas where the City could expect, if the trails were fully utilized, additional pedestrian activity in those areas. Mr. Parker stated that, in a future workshop, Mr. Hansen will bring samples of ways that the Commission can approach the complete streets concept and then the Commission can put those up in a workshop type setting and talk about the pros and the cons and how the Commission would approach them in different sections of town.  Mr. Parker indicated that he would send the Commission a link to the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) interactive traffic map to give the Commission the information for Vernal City traffic count.  Mr. Hansen stated that there is an interactive tool called Streetmix that the Commission could look at and get some ideas of how they would like to implement the complete streets concept.  Mr. Hansen explained that his company has an artist that will render drawings for the General Plan.  

Mr. Parker explained that the Parks and Recreation section of the General Plan is not a section that the Commission will be updating at this time.  There will be portions that are in the Parks and Recreation sections, like trails, that will be moved to the Transportation section of the General Plan because of the pedestrian, bicycle, etc. that goes along with trails.  Mr. Hansen said that he has already started adding goals and policies and  implementation measures; he does not want to make a lot of capital improvement goals.  Mr. Hansen stated that the General Plan does not talk about rail.  Rail is considered economic development and transportation, so supporting language will be added for rail in the General Plan.  Mr. Parker stated that the City has been advocating for the rail.  Mr. Hansen also brought up the airport and stated that a little more language about the airport will be added to the General Plan.   Mr. Parker stated that the Commission needs to address mass transit.  Mass transit is a robust and growing system, more routes and shelters will be added in the Basin.  Eric Hunting asked if the County had figured out how the mass transit system would be financed.  Mr. Parker explained that the financing would come from a portion of the quarter percent sales tax that the County passed.  Mr. Hansen indicated that he would be adding heavy emphases on complete streets and more rail, airport and mass transit to the General Plan and that it would be more visual.  
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Mr. Hansen said that the trails section of the General Plan was located the Parks, Trails and Recreation.  It has now been relocated to the Transportation Chapter.  The County plan discussed many of the trails in and around Vernal, making the implementation natural to include in the City General Plan.  Mr. Hunting asked if definitions would be included.  Mr. Hansen stated that definitions would be included.  Mr. Parker clarified that Mr. Hansen will be working within scope of the updates.  

Mr. Hansen introduced socioeconomics and how the economy ebbs and flows with population.  This section will contain scenario planning with an abbreviated version for today and over time   Graphics will be included.  

Mr. Hansen stated that work has already been completed on Housing and suggested making this section its own chapter since it is currently in the Appendix of the General Plan.  Housing ties in with transportation and both chapters need to be able to talk to each other. 

Mr. Hansen said that the current General Plan is extremely large and has a lot of redundancy in it.  There will be a clerical clean-up of the General Plan to make things consistent. Part of the project will include removing several of the larger sections or moving them to an appendix.   Mr. Hansen supposed that the project was to be completed by the end June.  Mr. Parker confirmed that Mr. Hansen’s portion of the General Plan update is to be deliverable by the end of the budget cycle.  Mr. Hansen stated that the Commission will receive emails when versions of the updated General Plan are completed.  


AMENDING CHAPTER 16 – UPDATING AND AMENDING USES WITHIN CHAPTER 16 – ALLEN PARKER:  Allen Parker explained that in the City Code the use tables throughout all the zones have varying descriptions and definitions of the uses that are allowed or not allowed.  Most uses had no definition they were just listed. When going from zone to zone, the way it is written, is a little   inconsistent. Some of the uses listed give regulations, definitions and title; they should not be combined like that. The public has a difficult time trying to understand the use when there is no definition, its inconsistent from zone to zone, and the regulations that govern the use are spread throughout the definition section.  It wanders into subsections within the zone and then there is a little bit more in the landscaping area and it is never focused.  The Commission needs to take a look at the uses and make any changes so that there will be a clear understanding of the uses and put them with the correct zones.  The parking table is different than the uses table and makes it very difficult to figure out what the parking obligations are for business owner.  Some examples were given for parking and other use situations. Mr. Parker thought that the Uses Code was pulled from other cities and put together for Vernal City.  Mr. Parker asked the Commission to read over the uses and make any changes necessary.  Some uses might need to be consolidated. 

ADJOURN:  There being no further business, Eric Hunting moved to adjourn.   Nick Porter  seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote, and the meeting was adjourned.


																			________________________________________
						Samantha Scott, Planning Commission Chair
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