2015-05

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-05

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE VERNAL CITY MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER
16.10 - APPEALS AND VARIANCES, ESTABLISHING A HEARING OFFICER AS THE
APPEAL AUTHORITY FOR APPEALS RELATING TO LAND USE DECISIONS,
SUBDIVISIONS, AND VARIANCES, AND SETTING FORTH PROCEDURES AND
STANDARDS OF REVIEW, AND ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR GRANTING OF
VARIANCES.

WHEREAS, Utah Code Ann. Section 10-9a-701 requires that municipalities establish an
appeal authority for land use decisions; and,

WHEREAS, the Utah code authorizes cities to establish a hearing officer as the appeal
authority relating to land use decisions and related matters; and,

WHEREAS, the Utah code authorizes cities to establish a standard of review; and,

WHEREAS, many of the matters dealing with land use appeals and granting of variances
and related matters are technical and require a knowledge of land use law and procedures and
due process; and,

WHEREAS, historically appeals to the previously established board of adjustment have
been very infrequent and maintaining a level of commitments and expertise among the lay
volunteer members of the board of adjustment is difficult; and,

WHEREAS, a hearing officer can be required to have the requisite knowledge
experience and skills to fairly consider the facts and apply the law to appeals relating to land use
decisions

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission and City Council have received input from the
public at large in duly noticed open meetings, and has considered and discussed the advantages
and disadvantages of such regulation.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF VERNAL CITY,
UTAH AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 16.10 is hereby amended to read as follows:

16.10 APPEALS AND VARIANCES.

Section 2. Section 16.10.010 is hereby amended to read as follows:
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(PZSC § 03-04-001)(Ord. No. 95-03, Amended, 04/04/95)
Section 3. Section 16.10.020 is hereby amended to read as follows

16.10.020 Appeals of Administrative Decisions.
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(PZSC § 03-04-002)

Section 4. Section 16.10.030 is hereby amended to read as follows

16.10.030 Variances.

Page 5 of 12



2015-05

Page 6 of 12



2015-05

§ 03-04-003)

Section 5. Section 16.10.040 is hereby amended to read as follows

16.10.040 Nonconforming use.
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03-04-004)

Section 6. Section 16.10.050 is hereby amended to read as follows

16.10.050 Group homes.
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(PZSC § 03-04-005)

Section 7. Section 16.10.060 is hereby amended to read as follows
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i district colirt within ten'(10) davs affer the decision isrendered. (PZSC § 03-04-006)
Section 8. Section 16.10.070 is hereby amended to read as follows

16.10.070 Appeal of fees.

PZSC § 03-04-007)

Section 9. Section 16.10.080 is hereby amended to read as follows

(PZSC § 03-04-008)

Section 10. Section 16.10.090 is hereby amended to read as follows

16.10.090 Ex Parte Communication

(PZSC § 03-04-009)

Section 11. Section 16.10.100 is hereby repealed in its entirety

16.10.100 Variance procedure.
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Section 12. Section 16.10.110 is hereby repealed in its entirety

16.10.110 Filing fee.

SECTION A. REPEALER. All former ordinances or parts thereof conflicting or inconsistent

with the provisions of this ordinance or of the code are hereby repealed.

SECTION B. SEVERABILITY. The provisions of this ordinance shall be severable and if
any provision thereof or the application of such provision under any circumstances is held
invalid and it shall not affect the validity of any other provision of this ordinance or the
application in a different circumstance.

SECTION C. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect the day after publication
the  day of upon adoption by the Vernal City Council and posting / publication as required by
law.
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erneth L. Bassett, City Recorder

Date of Publication:
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